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Té dashur miq,

Ju mirépresim me ngrohtésiné mé té madhe né edicionin e
V-té té "Rame Lahaj International Opera Festival’, si festivali
i vetém @gé i kushtohet artit operistik né Kosoveé. Kété vit,
programi i RLIOF-it shtrihet nga data 23 korrik deri mé 02
gusht, pérmes mbrémjeve muzikore dhe masterklasés né
zemer té kryeqytetit, né sheshet e Prishtinés. Rrugétimi yné
nisi né vitin 2019 dhe falé mbéshtetjes sé institucioneve,
partneréve dhe Fondacioni Rame Lahaj, tanimé ky rrugétim
éshté kthyer né njé platformé pér zhvillimin e artistéve té rinj
ejo vetém.

RLIOF vjen kété vit me temén “Endrra pa kufi, Opera pa
mure!”, sinjéthirrje artistike pérkapércimin e sfidave, thyerjen
e barrierave dhe mbi té gjitha, pér fuginé transformuese té
artit né pérgjithési e atij operistik né vecanti.

Tema e kétij viti éshté frymézuar nga mungesa e njé shtépie
opere, e cila, né vend gé té shihej si pengesé, nga RLIOF
&shté paré si njé mundési pér té ndértuar dicka pértej asajté
prekshmes; pértej té ndjerit, pérmes pasionit, pérkushtimit
dhe mbéshtetjes sé publikut.

“Endrra pa kufi, Opera pa mure!”, sjell artisté nga ¢do cep i
botés, duke déshmuar se muzika éshté gjuhé universale e
si e tillé, ajo thyen tavanet e gelqta, kufijté administrativé e
ataimagjinaré.

Né kéto pesé vite, RLIOF éshté kthyer né njé adresé
prestigjioze pér artisté té njohur ndérkombétaré nga Egjipti,
Afrika e Jugut, SHBA-t€, Turgia, Austria, ltalia, Ukraina,



Spanja e mé gjeré, té cilét kané ndaré skenén me talentét né
rritje t& Kosovés. Ky bashképunim nuk éshté vetém artistik;
éshté njé deklaraté se Kosova éshté gati té jeté pjesé e
hartés globale kulturore.

RLIOF né edicionin e pesté shpalos kété program té veganté:

23-25 korrik: “Nexhmije Pagarusha"

Njé homazh i denjé pér mbretéreshén e muzikés shqiptare,
ku artisté shqiptaré dhe ndérkombétaré risjellin kryeveprat e
saja té pavdekshme.

24-29 korrik: Masterclass

29 korrik: Mbrémja “New Generation”

Nén udhéheqgjen e tenorit dhe mjeshtrit t€ njohur té vokalit,
Ramon Vargas.

Mbrémja “New Generation’, gé finalizon kété masterklasé,
do té shpalosé talentin dhe pérkushtimin e pjesémarrésve
té rinj; njé déshmi e sé ardhmes premtuese té muzikés
operistike né Kosoveé.

27 korrik: "Educating the audience of the future”

Kori dhe orkestra e fémijéve té Prishtinés “Amadeus” do té
bashkébisedojné me fémijét pérmes tingujve té muzikés
klasike.

28 korrik: "Opera Night"

Njé naté e dedikuar kryeveprave té literaturés operistike. Né
kété vit jubilar, kemi kénagésiné té prezantojmé sopranon
kosovare, yllin né ngritje, Marigona Qerkezi.

30 korrik: "Ensemble Evening"

Njé mbrémje gé sjell interpretimet magjistrale té Anita
Rachvelishvili, e konsideruar si mezzosopranoja e kohés
soné, né njé repertor té gérshetuar mes arieve lirike dhe
kéngéve té dashurisé.

2 gusht: Mbrémja Gala "Rame Lahaj & Friends"
Né zemér t€ Prishtinés, né qiell t& hapur, rikthehet mrekullia



e operés me yjet e skenés botérore: sopranoja e skenave
prestigjioze Nino Machaidze, bassi italian Dario Russo, dhe
padyshim, tenori yné Rame Lahaj, me Orkestrén Simfonike
té RTSH, nén udhéhegjen e mjeshtrit t¢ madh Maestro
Roberto Rizzi Brignoli.

Teksa kremtojmé kété pérvjetor té pesté, ne pérsérisim
thirrjen toné me besim: “Kosova ka nevojé pér njé shtépi
té operés”, jo pér luks, por pér edukim. Pér brezat e rinj gé
duan té dégjojné, t& mésojné, té krijojné. Pér njé té ardhme
ku muzika éshté njé shtyllé e identitetit toné kombétar dhe
ndérkombétar.

Derisa kjo éndérr té béhet realitet, ne do té vazhdojmé té
krijojmé pa mure, té éndérrojmé pa kufi, dhe té bashkojmé
njeréz nga té gjitha anét pérmes fuqisé sé operés.

Ju falénderojmé gé jeni pjesé e kétij rrugétimi!

Singerisht,
Ekipi i RLIOF
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Dear friends,

We warmly welcome you to the 5th edition of the “Rame
Lahaj International Opera Festival," the only festival in
Kosovo dedicated to the art of opera. This year, the RLIOF
program spans from July 23 to August 2, bringing musical
evenings and a masterclass to the heart of the capital, in the
squares of Prishtina.

Our journey began in 2019 and, thanks to the support of
institutions, partners, and the Rame Lahaj Foundation, it
has now become a platform for the development of young
artists and more.

RLIOF returns this year with the theme “Dreams without
borders, Opera without walls!" as an artistic call to overcome
challenges, break down barriers, and above all, to recognize
the transformative power of art in general, and opera in
particular.

This year's theme is inspired by the absence of an opera
house, which instead of being seen as an obstacle, has been
embraced by RLIOF as an opportunity to build something
beyond the tangible; something deeply felt through passion,
dedication, and the support of the public.

“Dreams without borders, Opera without walls!” brings
together artists from every corner of the world, proving that
music is a universal language that breaks glass ceilings,
administrative boundaries, and imaginary lines.

In these five years, RLIOF has become a prestigious
destination for internationally renowned artists from Egypt,



South Africa, the USA, Turkey, Austria, Italy, Ukraine, Spain,
and beyond, who have shared the stage with Kosovo's
emerging talents. This collaboration is not only artistic; it
is a statement that Kosovo is ready to be part of the global
cultural map.

The fifth edition of RLIOF presents this special program:

July 23-25: “Nexhmije Pagarusha"

A worthy tribute to the Queen of Albanian music, where
Albanian and international artists bring her immortal
masterpieces back to life.

July 24-29: Masterclass

July 29: “"New Generation”

Led by the renowned tenor and vocal master Ramoén
Vargas.

The “New Generation” evening, concluding this
masterclass, will showcase the talent and dedication of the
young participants, a testament to the promising future of
operatic music in Kosovo.

July 27: "Educating the audience of the future”
The Prishtina children’s choir and orchestra "Amadeus” will
engage with children through the sounds of classical music.

July 28: "Opera Night"

A night dedicated to masterpieces of the operatic repertoire.
In this jubilee year, we are pleased to present the rising
Kosovo soprano star, Marigona Qerkezi.

July 30: "Ensemble Evening"

An evening featuring the masterful interpretations of Anita
Rachvelishvili, considered the leading mezzo-soprano of
our time, in a repertoire that blends lyricism with love songs.

August 2: Gala Night "Rame Lahaj & Friends"

In the heart of Prishtina, under the open sky, the magic of
opera returns with stars of the global stage: the acclaimed
soprano Nino Machaidze, Italian bass Dario Russo, and of



course, our tenor Rame Lahaj, with Symphonic Orchestra
of the RTSH under the baton of the great Maestro Roberto
Rizzi Brignoli.

As we celebrate this fifth anniversary, we reaffirm our call
with conviction: “Kosovo needs an opera house,” not for
luxury, but for education. For the new generations who wish
to listen, to learn, to create. For a future where music is a
pillar of our national and international identity.

Until this dream becomes a reality, we will continue to create
without walls, to dream without borders, and to unite people
from all walks of life through the power of opera.

Thank you for being part of this journey.

Sincerely,
The RLIOF Team
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Nexhmije Pagarusha
23.07.2025| 20:30h

Open air space of National Library of Kosovo, Prishtina
24.07.2025| 20:00h
American Retail Park - Interex, Peja

25.07.2025| 20:00h

Main location of Interex, Mitrovica

Masterclass
24-29.07.2025
Faculty of Arts, Prishtina
New Generation
29.07.2024 1 19:30h

Faculty of Arts, Prishtina

Educating the Audience of the Future

27.07.2025|13:30h
Hyperactive, Prishtina Mall

Opera Night
28.07.2025]20:30h

Open air space of National Library
of Kosovo, Prishtina

Ensemble Evening

30.07.2024 | 20:30h
Open air space of National Library of
Kosovo, Prishtina

GALA EL HADIDI
ARBERESHE
EDONA RESHITAJ
ADHURIM GREZDA
GENT RUSHI GROUP

RAMON VARGAS
Vocal Coach

JESS RUCINSKI
Pianist

Children’s Choir and
Orchestra of Prishtina
"AMADEUS"

MARIGONA QERKEZI
Soprano

JESS RUCINSKI
Pianist

ANITA RACHVELISHVILI

Mezzosoprano

NIKOLOZ RACHVELI
Conductor & Pianist

RAME LAHAJ FESTIVAL ENSEMBLE




PRISHTINA

Jemi krenaré qé sivjet, pér té pestin vit me radhé, si
edicion jubilar, Prishtina po hap zemrén e vet pér Festivalin
Ndérkombtar Operistik Rame Lahaj, nén moton “Endrra pa
kufi, Opera pa mure!”.

Kam kénagésiné qgé si Kryetar i Kryeqytetit shoh se si ky
festival po rritet nga viti né vit, duke u shndérruar né njé
platformé té fugishme té kulturés dhe té identitetit toné.
Falé RLIOF-it, kemi mundésiné té shijojmé talentin e figurave
mé markante té botés sé operés né zemér té Prishtinés.
Suksesi i trasuar me shumé mund e angazhim nga veté
Rama, tashmé éshté njé shteg i hapur edhe pér artistét e
rinj t&é Kosovés, drejt depértimit né skenat mé prestigjoze
té botés. Ky sukses éshté krenari pér Prishtinén dhe gjithé
Kosovén.

Edhe sivjet programi artistik sjell pesé net té jashtéza-
konshme muzikore, pérfshiré mbrémjen dedikuar ikonés
soné Nexhmije Pagarusha, ndérsa pérmbyllet me Mbrémjen
Gala “Rame Lahaj & Friends", me yje botérore té muzikés
klasike.

Pértej kufijve, bashké!

Kryetar i Prishtinés
Patron i festivalit RLIOF



PRISHTINA

We are proud that this year, for the fifth consecutive time
and as a jubilee edition, Prishtina is once again opening its
heart to the Rame Lahaj International Opera Festival, under
the motto “Dreams without borders, Opera without walls!”

As the Mayor of Prishting, it is a pleasure to witness how
this festival grows year after year, becoming a powerful
platform for our culture and identity. Thanks to RLIOF, we
have the privilege of enjoying the talent of some of the most
prominent figures in the opera world, right in the heart of
Prishtina. The success, paved with dedication and effort by
Rame himself, has now opened a path for young Kosovar
artists to break into the world’s most prestigious stages. This
success is a source of pride for Prishtina and all of Kosovo.

This year's artistic program once again brings five
extraordinary musical nights, including an evening
dedicated to our icon, Nexhmije Pagarusha, and concludes
with the Gala Night “Rame Lahaj & Friends", featuring
world-renowned classical music stars.

Beyond borders, together!

Prishtina Mayor
Patron of RLIOF Festival
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GALA NIGHT

Rame Lahaj & Friends
Conductor: Roberto Rizzi Brignoli

The Symphonic Orchestra of the Radio
Television of Albania

NINO
MACHAIDZE

02.08.2025|20:30h
"Skénderbeu” Square



RAME LAHAJ

oo TN Rame Lahaj & Friends
FESTIVAL The Symphonic Orchestra of the
Radio Television of Albania

Conductor: ROBERTO RIZZI BRIGNOLI
Soprano: NINO MACHAIDZE

Tenor: RAME LAHAJ

Bass: DARIO RUSSO

02.08.2025]20:30h
“Skénderbeu” Square

Ouverture - | vespri siciliani - Giuseppe Verdi
Orchestra

O Dieu! Que de bijoux - Faust - Charles Gounod
Nino Machaidze

Tutto parea sorridere - Il Corsaro - Giuseppe Verdi
Rame Lahaj

La calunnia é un venticello - Il barbiere di Siviglia -
Gioachino Rossini
Dario Russo

Meésicku na nebi hlubokém - Rusalka - Antonin Dvorak
Nino Machaidze

Pourquoi me réveiller - Werther - Jules Massenet
Rame Lahaj

Di due figli... Abbietta zingara - Il Trovatore - Giuseppe Verdi
Dario Russo

Pleurez! Pleurez mes yeux! - Le Cid - Jules Massenet
Nino Machaidze

La danza - Gioachino Rossini
Rame Lahaj

Verranno a te sull’aure - Lucia di Lammermoor - Gaetano Donizetti
Nino Machaidze & Rame Lahaj

Quanto amore ed io spietata - L'elisir d'amore - Gaetano Donizetti
Nino Machaidze & Dario Russo




RAME LAHAJ

INTERNATIONAL i i
polly Rame Lahaj & Friends
FESTIVAL The Symphonic Orchestra of the

Radio Television of Albania

Conductor: ROBERTO RIZZI BRIGNOLI
Soprano: NINO MACHAIDZE

Tenor: RAME LAHAJ

Bass: DARIO RUSSO

02.08.2025]20:30h
“Skénderbeu” Square

Fandango - Doia Francisquita - Amadeo Vives
Orchestra

Les filles de Cadlix - Léo Delibes
Nino Machaidze

Il canto - Romano Musumarra & Giorgio Flavio Pintus
Rame Lahaj

Pér ty atdhe - Pjetér Gaci

Dario Russo

Moj e bukura more - Echoes of Arbéreshé
Angela Dell'Aquila

Medley

Nino Machaidze
Dario Russo
Rame Lahaj




Dirigjent | Conductor

Roberto Rizzi Brignoli éshté drejtor muzikor (GMD) i Teatro
Municipal de Santiago de Chile dhe Orkestrés Filharmonike
té Santiagos. Nga sezoni 2023/24, ai gjithashtu shérben si
GMD i Nationaltheater Mannheim.

Pas pérfundimit me nderime té studimeve pér piano né
Conservatorio G. Verdi né Milano, ai studioi kompozim dhe
dirigjim orkestre. Ai shérbeu si Shef i Shérbimeve Muzikore
né Teatro alla Scala, duke bashképunuar ngushté me
Riccardo Mutin dhe duke drejtuar produksione si Otello, La
traviata, Rigoletto dhe Lucrezia Borgia - kjo e fundit duke
e béré gé emri i tij té lakohet né arenén ndérkombétare né
vitin 1997-98.

[ njohur pér ekspertizén e tij né operén italiane dhe franceze,
ai ka drejtuar performanca né skena prestigjioze, pérfshiré
Deutsche Oper Berlin, Dresden Semperoper, Bolshoi
Theatre, Teatro Real de Madrid, Opéra de Marseille dhe
festivale té€ médha si Rossini Opera Festival dhe Sferisterio
Opera Festival. Debutimi i tij né vitin 2010 né Metropolitan
Opera me La bohéme mori vlerésime té shkélgyera nga
kritika.

Pértej operés, Rizzi Brignoli éshté njé dirigjent simfonik i
vlerésuar, duke punuar me orkestra si: Orchestre National
de France, Tokyo Philharmonic, Netherlands Radio
Philharmonic dhe Goéteborg Symfoniker. Projektet e tij té
fundit pérfshijné Giovanna d’Arco e Luisa Miller nga Verdi
dhe Der Freischdiitz té Weber.

Aikaregjistruar pér Sony dhe Warner Classics, me publikime
té njohura né formatin DVD si Adriana Lecouvreur (La
Scala) dhe La Rondine (Deutsche Oper Berlin).



Roberto Rizzi Brignoli is the Generalmusikdirektor (GMD)
of Teatro Municipal de Santiago de Chile and the Santiago
Philharmonic Orchestra. From the 2023/24 season, he also
serves as GMD of Nationaltheater Mannheim.

Graduating with honors in piano from the G. Verdi
Conservatory in Milan, he studied composition and
conducting. He was Head of Music Services at Teatro
alla Scala, collaborating closely with Riccardo Muti and
conducting productions such as Otello, La traviata,
Rigoletto, and Lucrezia Borgia - the latter marking his
international breakthrough in 1997-98.

Renowned for his expertise in ltalian and French opera,
he has led performances at prestigious venues, including
Deutsche Oper Berlin, Dresden Semperoper, Bolshoi
Theatre, Teatro Real de Madrid, Opéra de Marseille, and
maijor festivals such as Rossini Opera Festival and Sferisterio
Opera Festival. His 2010 debut at the Metropolitan Opera
with La bohéme received critical acclaim.

Beyond opera, Rizzi Brignoli is an esteemed symphonic
conductor, working with orchestras such as Orchestre
National de France, Tokyo Philharmonic, Netherlands Radio
Philharmonic, and Géteborg Symfoniker. His recent projects
include Verdi's Giovanna d’Arco, Luisa Miller, and Weber's
Der Freischlitz.

He has recorded for Sony and Warner Classics, with notable
DVD releases of Adriana Lecouvreur (La Scala) and La
Rondine (Deutsche Oper Berlin).



Soprano

NinoMachaidze, e lindur né Thilisi, Gjeorgji,éshté njé soprano
e njohur, e shquar pér paragitjet e saj né shtépité e médha
operistike. E diplomuar né Accademia del Teatro alla Scala
né Milano, ajo fitoi njohje ndérkombétare me debutimin e saj
né Salzburg Festspiele né vitin 2008 si Juliette né Roméo et
Juliette sé bashku me Rolando Villazon.

Qé atéheré ajo ka interpretuar né teatro prestigjoz si
Metropolitan Opera, Bayerische Staatsoper, Staatsoper
Berlin, Gran Teatre del Liceu, Royal Opera House-Covent
Garden, dhe Opéra National de Paris. Repertori i saj pérfshin
role kryesore nga La bohéme, Rigoletto, Thais, Otello, La
traviata, Carmen, Les pécheurs de perles etj.

Pjesémarrijet e saja té fundit pérfshijné Le siége de Corinthe
néPesaro, Guillaume Tellné Palermo, Les contes d’Hoffmann
né Napoli, La boheme né Tokio, Manon né Paris dhe Vjeng,
dhe La traviata népér Europé. Né sezonin 2023/24, ajo do
té interpretojé né Elisabetta, regina d’Inghilterra né Palermo,
La bohéme né Monte Carlo, Roméo et Juliette né Berlin dhe
Faust né Liege.

Machaidze ka bashképunuar me dirigjenté dhe yje té njohur
té operas, duke konsoliduar statusin e saj si njé nga sopranot
mé té shquara té ditéve té sotme.



Nino Machaidze, born in Thilisi, Georgia, is a renowned
soprano celebrated for her performances in major opera
houses worldwide. A graduate of the Accademia del Teatro
alla Scala in Milan, she gained international recognition with
her 2008 Salzburg Festival debut as Juliette in Roméo et
Juliette alongside Rolando Villazén.

She has since performed at prestigious venues such as
the Metropolitan Opera, Bavarian State Opera, Berlin State
Opera, Gran Teatre del Liceu, Royal Opera House-Covent
Garden, and Opéra National de Paris. Her repertoire includes
leading roles in La bohéme, Rigoletto, Thais, Otello, La
traviata, Carmen and Les pécheurs de perles.

Notable engagements from recent seasons include Le
siege de Corinthe in Pesaro, Guillaume Tell in Palermo,
Les contes d’Hoffmann in Naples, La bohéme in Tokyo,
Manon in Paris and Vienna, and La traviata across Europe.
Inthe 2023/24 season, she was set to perform in Elisabetta,
regina d’Inghilterra in Palermo, La bohéme in Monte Carlo,
Roméo et Juliette in Berlin, and Faust in Lieége.

Machaidze has collaborated with leading conductors and
opera stars, solidifying her status as one of today’'s most
accomplished sopranos.



Bass

Dario Russo éshté njé bas italian i vlerésuar pér zérin e tij
té shkélgyer dhe fisnik, si¢ e pérshkruan gazeta prestigjioze
La Repubbilica. | specializuar né repertorin bel canto, ai ka
interpretuar né disa nga teatrot mé té réendésishém té operés
né boté, pérfshiré Teatro alla Scala né Milano, Bayerische
Staatsoper né Mynih, Teatro San Carlo né Napoli, Gran
Teatre del Liceu né Barcelona, Israeli Opera né Tel Aviv, Oper
Koln, ROH né Muscat, dhe Concertgebouw né Amsterdam.

Russo ka bashképunuar me dirigjenté té njohur si Fabio Luisi,
Donato Renzetti, Nello Santi, Charles Dutoit dhe Sebastian
Weigle, si edhe me regjisoré skeniké si Laurent Pelly, Robert
Carsen dhe Damiano Michieletto. Ndér rolet kryesore té tij
pérfshihen: Attila, Zaccaria né Nabucco, Padre Guardiano
né La forza del destino, Sir Giorgio né / Puritani, Timur né
Turandot, Banco né Macbeth, Ramfis né Aida, dhe Ferrando
né Il Trovatore.

Pérve¢ angazhimeve operistike, Dario Russo ka njé karrieré
té pasur koncertale, duke interpretuar vepra si Requiem té
Verdi-t, Mozart-it dhe Dvorak-ut, Stabat Mater té Rossini-t,
Messa di Gloria t& Puccini-t dhe Simfoniné e 9-té té
Beethoven-it.

Ndér angazhimet e tij té fundit pérmenden rolet e Zaccaria
né Teatro de la Maestranza né Sevilje, Sir Giorgio né Teatro
Massimo Bellini né Katania dhe Ferrando né Teatro Sao
Carlos né Lisboné.



Dario Russo is an lItalian bass praised for his outstanding
and noble voice, as described by the prestigious
newspaper La Repubblica. Specializing in the bel
canto repertoire, he has performed in some of the most
important opera houses in the world, including Teatro alla
Scala in Milan, Bayerische Staatsoper in Munich, Teatro
San Carlo in Naples, Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona,
Israeli Opera in Tel Aviv, Oper Kéln, ROH in Muscat, and
Concertgebouw in Amsterdam.

Russo has collaborated with renowned conductors such
as Fabio Luisi, Donato Renzetti, Nello Santi, Charles Dutoit,
and Sebastian Weigle, as well as with stage directors such
as Laurent Pelly, Robert Carsen, and Damiano Michieletto.
His major roles include: Attila, Zaccaria in Nabucco, Padre
Guardiano in La forza del destino, Sir Giorgio in I Puritani,
Timur in Turandot, Banco in Macbeth, Ramfis in Aida, and
Ferrando in Il Trovatore.

In addition to his operatic engagements, Dario Russo has
a rich concert career, performing works such as Verdi's,
Mozart's and Dvorék's Requiem, Rossini's Stabat Mater,
Puccini's Messa di Gloria, and Beethoven's Symphony
No. 9.

Among his recent engagements are the roles of Zaccaria
at Teatro de la Maestranza in Seville, Sir Giorgio at Teatro
Massimo Bellini in Catania, and Ferrando at Teatro S&o
Carlos in Lisbon.



PRISHTINA
I

REPUBLIKA E KOSOV}?S
MINISTRIA E KULTURES,
RINISE DHE SPORTIT

REPUBLIKA E KOSOVES
MINISTRIA E PUNEVE TE
JASHTME DHE DIASPORES
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NEXHMIJE
PAGARUSHA

GALA EL HADIDI
ARBERESHE

23.07.2025 | 20:30h | Open air space of National Library of
Kosovo, Prishtina
24.07.2025 | 20:00h | American Retail Park - Interex, Peja
25.07.2025 | 20:00h | Main location of Interex, Mitrovica
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Singer: GALA EL HADIDI
Singer ARBERESHE
Singer: EDONA RESHITAJ
Singer: ADHURIM GREZDA
Band: GENT RUSHI GROUP

23.07.2025|20:30h - Prishtina
24.07.2025]20:00h - Peja
25.07.2025 | 20:00h - Mitrovica

Uné ty té kam dashté - Edona Reshitaj
Peréndeshé e bukurisé - Adhurim Grezda
Dashuro - Arbéreshé

E dehur jam - Gala El Hadidi

Kur mé del né deré - Edona Reshitaj

Veté ke mbet - Gala El Hadidi

Kur mé shkon si zog n’hava - Adhurim Grezda
O né até fushé t’Mejdanit - Arbéreshé

Zani i tif mé thérret - Edona Reshitaj

O moj bukuroshe - Adhurim Grezda

Ti mor djalé - Arbéreshé

Syté pér ty i kam té njomé - Edona Reshitaj

O drité, sa té dua - Adhurim Grezda
E kujtoj até takim - Gala El Hadidi

Medley




¢ Kéngétare | Singer

Gala El Hadidi, nj¢ mezzo-soprano e njohur egjiptiane,
éshté e vlerésuar ndérkombétarisht pér interpretimin e saj
té rolit t& Carmen-it, duke u béré egjiptiania e paré gé e ka
luajtur kété rol ikonik né skenat botérore. Né tetor, ajo shénoi
edhe njé tjetér arritje historike, duke u béré egjiptiania e
paré gé luan né njé opera té Wagner-it, né rolin e Venusit
né Tannhauser né Gjermani. Karriera e saj profesionale nisi
herét; vetém 17 vjege, debutoi né skenén kryesore té Operés
sé€ Kajros ndérsa ishte ende studente né shkollén gjermane.
Vetém njé vit mé voné, nénshkroi kontraté me Operén e
Kajros, duke u béré solistja mé e re né historiné e kompanisé.
Me njé zé té pérshtatshém pér rolet komplekse té tipit
“femme fatale”, Gala ndoqi rrugén e pjekurisé akademike
dhe vokale, duke pérfunduar njé diplomé né Filozofi dhe
njé Master né Letérsi Angleze dhe Krahasuese né AUC, ku
shkroi tezén novatore Carmen debati mbi femme fatale. U
trajnua nga emra té médhen;j si Sobhi Bidair, Tom Krause
dhe Marilyn Horne, dhe mé pas fitoi njé tjetér master né
Interpretim Operistik nga Yale University. Nga viti 2010 deri
né 2016 ishte nén kontraté me Semperoper né Dresden.
Ajo ka fituar gmime né Audicionet e Késhillit Kombétar té
Operés Metropolitan, konkursin Stella Maris, dhe ishte
finalistja e paré arabe né BBC Cardiff Singer of the World.
Gala ka performuar né skena prestigjioze si Filarmonia e
Berlinit, Royal Concertgebouw né Amsterdam dhe Kennedy
Center. Repertori i saj pérfshin rolet Carmen, Rosina, Hansel
dhe Cherubino. Diskografia e saj pérfshin regjistrime me
Deutsche Grammophon dhe Gutman Records, me vepra
nga Berlioz, Mahler dhe Strauss.



Gala El Hadidi, a celebrated Egyptian mezzo-soprano, is
internationally recognized for her portrayal of Carmen,
becoming the first Egyptian to perform this iconic role
on global stages. In October, she also became the first
Egyptian to star in a Wagnerian opera, debuting as Venus
in Tannhauser in Germany. Her professional journey
began early; at just 17, she made her debut on the main
stage of the Cairo Opera House while still a student at the
German school. A year later, she signed a contract with the
Cairo Opera, becoming its youngest soloist. With a voice
well-suited for complex femme fatale roles, Gala pursued
academic and vocal maturity, earning a B.A. in Philosophy
and an M.A. in English and Comparative Literature at
AUC, where she wrote a pioneering thesis titled Carmen
debating the femme fatale. She trained under renowned
vocalists such as Sobhi Bidair, Tom Krause, and Marilyn
Horne, and later earned a second master's degree in Opera
Performance from Yale University. From 2010 to 2016, she
was under contract with the Semperoper in Dresden. Her
recognitions include awards from the Metropolitan Opera
National Council Auditions, Stella Maris Competition, and
being the first Arab finalist at BBC Cardiff Singer of the
World. Gala has performed in prestigious venues including
the Berlin Philharmonic, Royal Concertgebouw, and the
Kennedy Center. Her repertoire includes roles such as
Carmen, Rosina, Hansel, and Cherubino. Her discography
includes recordings with Deutsche Grammophon and
Gutman Records, featuring works by Berlioz, Mahler, and
Strauss



{‘_’ i Kéngétare | Singer

ARBE RE SH E éshté njé muzikante e shuméanshme dhe
artiste gé ndérthur né ményré unike traditén dhe modernen.
Duke u rritur né Zvicér me rrénjé té thella shqiptare nga
Kosova dhe Shqipéria, ajo ka eksploruar muzikén popullore
shqgiptare me njé pasion té jashtézakonshém, duke i dhéné
asaj njé frymé bashkékohore dhe emocionale.

E njohur pér interpretimet e saja té ndjera dhe pér aftésiné
pér t€ kombinuar instrumente tradicionale si defi dhe Shruti
box me vokalin e saj té fugishém, ARB ER E S H E ka arritur
té preké zemrat e audiencave né rajon dhe mé gjeré. Muzika
pér té nuk éshté vetém njé pasion, por edhe njé mjet pér té
eksploruar rrénjét e saj, pér té lidhur kulturén shqiptare me
botén dhe pér té€ krijuar ura midis brezave dhe komuniteteve.

Né performancat e saj, ajo sjell origjinalitet dhe thellési,
duke rikrijuar kéngét popullore shqiptare dhe duke u zhytur
né histori té pasura kulturore dhe emocionale. Me njé prani
skenike magnetike dhe aftésiné pér t€ komunikuar pérmes
muzikés, AR B E R E S H E ia dedikon artin e saj ruajtjes dhe
promovimit té trashégimisé kulturore shqiptare.

Performancat e saj jané njé reflektim i udhétimit té saj
personal, gé shfaq identitetin kompleks té njé shqgiptareje
té rritur né diasporé, duke e kthyer muzikén né njé histori té
fugishme pér rrénjét, rezistencén dhe dashuriné pér artin.

Fokusi i fundit artistik: Pérgatitja e njé albumi gé do té risjellé
kéngét popullore shqiptare né njé format bashkékohor
dhe pérgatitja pér evente ndérkombétare qé promovojné
kulturén shqiptare.



ARBERE SH E is a multifaceted musician and artist who
uniquely combines tradition and modernity. Growing up
in Switzerland with deep Albanian roots from Kosovo and
Albania, she has explored Albanian folk music withimmense
passion, giving it a contemporary and emotional spirit.

Known for her sensitive interpretations and ability to combine
traditional instruments such as the def and Shruti box with
her powerful vocals, ARBE R E S HE has managed to touch
the hearts of audiences in the region and beyond. Music for
her is not only a passion, but also a means to explore her
roots, to connect Albanian culture with the world and to
build bridges between generations and communities.

In her performances, she brings authenticity and depth,
recreating Albanian folk songs and delving into rich cultural
and emotional stories. With a magnetic stage presence and
the ability to communicate through music ARBERESH
E dedicates her art to preserving and promoting Albanian
cultural heritage.

Her performances are a reflection of her personal journey,
showcasing the complex identity of an Albanian woman
raised in the diaspora, turning music into a powerful story
about roots, resistance and love for culture.

Latest artistic focus: Preparing an aloum that will bring back
Albanian folk songs in a contemporary format and preparing
for international events that promote Albanian culture.



Kéngétare | Singer

Edona Reshitaj éshté njé artiste e njohur nga Kosova, aktore
dhe kéngétare. Punon né Teatrin Kombétar té Kosovés
si pjesé e ansamblit rezident té aktoréve. Ka fituar shumé
¢mime kombétare dhe ndérkombétare pér performancat
e saj né teatér dhe film. Sé fundi, u shpérblye me ¢mimin
"Aktorja mé e miré” né Festivalin mbaréshqiptar “Moisiu”.

Muzika ka gené pasioni i saj gé nga fémijéria, dhe né vitin
2006 filloi té krijojé grupin e saj muzikor. Synim ka gené
rikthimi i muzikés tradicionale shqiptare me versione té
reja dhe stil unik, duke e béré kété muziké té dégjohet
edhe nga té rinjté. Ajo ka njé tingull t& vecanté gé ndérthur
muzikén tradicionale me jazz-in. Performon shpesh live dhe
ka realizuar shumé koncerte brenda dhe jashté vendit. Si
kantautore dhe producente, ka realizuar kéngé origjinale dhe
ka pérpunuar kéngé té vjetra, pérfshiré sesionin unplugged
"Thesar” dhe koncertet “E Kugja dhe e Zeza" dhe “Zonjat e
Kéngés".

Népérmjet muzikés, Reshitaj mbéshtet kauza dhe protesta,
duke dhéné mesazhe dhe ngritur z&rin pér ¢céshtje sociale.
Kénga mé ere, "Mé shumé se e bukur je", i dedikohet vajzave
dhe grave, duke u inkurajuar t&€ mos e shohin bukuriné si té
vetmen ményré pér t'u béré té famshme, por té shfrytézojné
potencialin pér sukses né jeté. Pérve¢ muzikés dhe aktrimit,
ka punuar si kostumografe dhe moderuese ngjarjesh
kulturore.

Edona Reshitaj is a well-known artist from Kosovo, actress
and singer. She works at the National Theater of Kosovo as
part of the resident actors' ensemble. She has won many
national and international awards for her performances in
theater and film. Most recently, she was awarded the “Best
Actress” award at the “All-Albanian Festival “Moisiu”.



She has been passionate about music since childhood,
and in 2006 she began to create her own musical group.
The goal has been to bring back traditional Albanian music
with new versions and a unique style, making this music
accessible to young people. She has a unique sound that
combines traditional music with jazz. She performs live often
and has held many concerts in the country and abroad.
As a singer-songwriter and producer, she has performed
original songs and has reworked old songs, including the
unplugged session “Thesar” and the concerts “E Kugja dhe
e Zeza" and "Zonjat e Kéngés".

Through music, Reshitaj supports causes and protests,
delivering messages and speaking out on social issues. Her
latest song, “Mé shumé se e bukur je" (“You are more than
beautiful”) is dedicated to girls and women, encouraging
them not to see beauty as the only way to become famous,
but to use the potential for success in life. In addition to
music and acting, she has worked as a costume designer
and moderator of cultural events.

Kéngétar [ Singer

Adhurim Grezda éshté njé bariton i pérkushtuar dhe njé
figuré e réndésishme né skenén muzikore shqgiptare, i njohur
pér angazhimin e tij né muzikén klasike dhe pér kultivimin
e tij t&é devotshém né muzikén e pastér shqipe. Ai kreu
studimet e larta né Akademiné e Arteve té Bukura né Tirané
né drejtimin ‘solokéndim’ dhe né vitet 2012-2014 pérfundoi
studimet master né té njéjtin drejtim né Fakultetin e Arteve
né Prishting, ku fitoi titullin “Magjistér i Solokéndimit” Qé
nga viti 2011, Grezda éshté angazhuar si mésimdhénés né
degén e solokéndimit prané shkollés sé mesme té muzikés
“Prenk Jakova" né Gjakové, duke ndikuar né edukimin e
brezave té rinj t&€ kéngétaréve.



Pérveg angazhimit pedagogjik, ai &shté njé figuré aktive né
skenén artistike, duke marré pjesé si solist né bashképunim
me Filharmoniné e Kosovés dhe né projekte té ndryshme
muzikore, pérfshiré koncerte solistike né ambiente gé ruajné
trashégiminé kulturore. Ai ka bashképunuar me shogata
kulturore vendore dhe ndérkombétare si dhe me teatro
né Kosové dhe Shqipéri. Zéri i tij baritonal, njékohésisht
depértues dhe i brishté, karakterizohet nga njé kombinim
i muzikés klasike me ndjeshmériné e kéngés popullore
gytetare, duke krijuar njé shprehje té vecanté emocionale
dhe artistike. Grezda kérkon vazhdimisht forma kreative
pér té pércuar emocionin dhe origjinalitetin e muzikés, duke
mbetur njé figuré e réndésishme né jetén muzikore shgiptare.
Pérpos muzikés, ai éshté i dalluar pér eksperiencén e tij té
pasur né vepra té njohura teatrale.

Adhurim Grezda rikthehet né mbrémjen dedikuar Nexhmije
Pagarushés né kuadér té Festivalit Ndérkombétar té Operas
Rame Lahaj.

Adhurim Grezda is a dedicated baritone and an important
figure in the Albanian music scene, known for his
commitment to classical music and his devoted cultivation
of pure Albanian music. He completed his higher education
in Vocal Performance at the Academy of Fine Arts in Tirana
and, between 2012 and 2014, earned his Master’s degree
in the same field at the Faculty of Arts in Prishtina, where he
was awarded the title “Master of Vocal Performance.” Since
2011, Grezda has been engaged as a vocal performance
teacher at the “Prenk Jakova" High School of Music in
Gjakova, contributing to the education of new generations
of singers.

In addition to his work in education, he is an active figure
on the artistic stage, performing as a soloist in collaboration
with the Kosovo Philharmonic and participating in various
musical projects, including solo concerts held in culturally
significant venues. He has collaborated with both local and
international cultural associations, as well as with theaters



across Kosovo and Albania. His baritone voice, both
powerful and delicate, is distinguished by a unique blend
of classical technique and the sensitivity of traditional folk
music, creating a deeply emotional and artistic expression.
Grezda continually seeks creative ways to convey the
emotional depth and authenticity of music, remaining an
important presence in Albanian musical life.

Beyond music, he is also recognized for his extensive
experience in renowned theatrical productions.

Adhurim Grezda returns on the evening dedicated to
Nexhmije Pagarusha as part of the Rame Lahaj International
Opera Festival.
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OPERA NIGHT

Jess Rucinski
Pianist

MARIGONA QERKEZI

28.07.2025|20:30h
Open air space of National Library of Kosovo, Prishtina



RAME LAHAJ
INTERNATIONAL
OPERA
FESTIVAL

Soprano: MARIGONA QERKEZI
Pianist: JESS RUCINSKI

28.07.2025] 20:30h
Open air space of National
Library of Kosovo, Prishtina

Aprés un réve Op. 7, No. 1 - Gabriel Fauré

O mio babbino caro - Gianni Schicchi - Giacomo Puccini
Casta Diva - Norma - Vincenzo Bellini

Lied Ohne Worte - Op 38, no 6 - Felix Mendelssohn

In quelle trine morbide - Manon Lescaut - Giacomo Puccini
Vissi d'arte - Tosca - Giacomo Puccini

Mercé, dilette amiche - | Vespri Siciliani - Giuseppe Verdi
Sonatine, Ill Animé - Maurice Ravel

Summertime - Porgy and Bess - George Gershwin
Sinfonia - Aulon Nagi

Non ti scordar di me - Ernesto De Curtis

| Feel Pretty - West Side Story - Leonard Bernstein

Klénge der Heimat - Die Fledermaus - Johann Strauss Il

Margjelo - Prenk Jakova




Soprano

Vlerésimi mé i fundit kritik pér Marigona Qerkezin erdhi me
rolin e Leonorés né Il trovatore né Festivalin Verdi né Teatro
Regio di Parma, ku ajo u vlerésua pér “njé zé dramatik, me
kontroll t& pérsosur té frymémarrjes, frazim ekspresiv dhe
kujdes ndaj ¢do fjale” (Music Paper Magazine) dhe si "njé
Leonora mahnitése” (Operawire).

Angazhimet e ardhshme pérfshijné rolet kryesore né Norma
me Operén e Frankfurtit, Pucciniana me Opéra Royal de
Wallonie, Abigaille né Nabucco me Deutsche Oper am
Rhein dhe Teatro Municipal de Sao Paulo, Aida me Operén
Kombétare Polake, Lucrezia Contarini né | due Foscari
né Teatro Comunale di Modena, debutim me Operén
Mbretérore Daneze dhe paragitje né Teatro Petruzzelli di
Bari, Teatro de la Maestranza, Opera de Oviedo dhe Teatrin
Kombétar Kroat.

Debutimi i saj si Elvira né Ernani né Opera de Oviedo né vitin
2023 mori vlerésime té larta pér interpretimin mbresélénés:
"soprano me fuqgi té jashtézakonshme” dhe “tekniké té
jashtézakonshme” (La Nueva Espafia). Operawire raportoi
se ajo ishte “e pérsosur pér rolin."

Né debutimin e saj né Zvicér si Giovanna d’Arco né St.
Gallen, Marigona u vlerésua pér “frymémarrje me gjatési té
jashtézakonshme dhe siguri t&€ mahnitshme né koloratura.”
— (Il Ponte)

Marigona ka bashképunuar me regjisoré si Arnaud Bernard,
Emilio Sagi, Grischa Asagaroff, Mario Martone, Elisabetta
Courir dhe dirigjenté si Jacopo Brusa, Michele Spotti,
Modestas Pitrenas dhe Sebastiano Rolli ndér té tjeré.

Cmimet ndérkombétare mé té réndésishme pérfshijné
Konkursin Leyla Gencer, Magda Olivero, Cmimin “Mé e mira



nén 25 vje¢" né Portofino dhe ¢gmimin special t&é Akademisé
Teatro alla Scala.

Marigona Qerkezi's recent critical acclaim came with
Leonora in Il trovatore at the Festival Verdi Teatro Regio di
Parma, where she was praised for possessing “a dramatic
voice, with perfect breath control, expressive phrasing,
attentive to every word” (Music Paper Magazine) and “a
stunning Leonora” (Operawire).

Upcoming engagements include the title roles in Norma
with Oper Frankfurt, Pucciniana with Opéra Royal de
Wallonie, Abigaille in Nabucco with Deutsche Oper am
Rhein and Teatro Municipal de Sao Paulo, Aida with the
Polish National Opera, Lucrezia Contarini / due Foscari at
Teatro Comunale di Modena, debut with the Royal Danish
Opera and appearances at Teatro Petruzzelli di Bari, Teatro
de la Maestranza, Opera de Oviedo and the Croatian
National Theatre.

Her debut as Elvira in Ernani at Opera de Oviedo in 2023
received high praise for her impressive performance:
“soprano with incredible power” and “incredible technique”
(La Nueva Espafia). Operawire reported that she was
“perfect for the role.”

In her Swiss debut as Giovanna d’Arcoin St.Gallen, Marigona
was noted as having an “incredible length of breath and
astounding confidence in coloraturas.” - (Il Ponte)

Marigona has collaborated with directors Arnaud Bernard,
Emilio Sagi, Grischa Asagaroff, Mario Martone, Elisabetta
Courir and conductors Jacopo Brusa, Michele Spotti,
Modestas Pitrenas and Sebastiano Rolli among others.

Top international prizes include the Leyla Gencer
Competition, Magda Olivero, Best under 25 Prize in
Portofino and the Accademia Teatro alla Scala special prize.



Pianist

Jess Rucinski éshté njé pianiste dhe repetitore me famé
ndérkombétare, e cila iu bashkua stafit muzikor té Teatrit
té Bonit né vitin 2025. Ajo sjell pérvojé té gjeré né botén
e operés, pasi ka punuar si repetitore e ftuar né Deutsche
Oper Berlin dhe Teatrin e Brandenburgut. Né Berlin, ajo
kontribuoi né produksione té réndésishme si Nixon in China
dhe Elektra.

Ajo ka shérbyer gjithashtu si pianiste bashképunuese dhe
drejtoreshé muzikore né festivale prestigjioze si Aspen
Music Festival, Music Academy of the West dhe Tanglewood
Music Center, ku interpretoi né premierén amerikane té
veprés Written on Skin nga George Benjamin.

Jess do té jeté pjesé e masterklasés gé do té zhvillohet nga
24 deri mé 29 korrik 2025, ku do té ndajé njohurité dhe
pérvojén e saj té thellé me studenté dhe profesionisté té
muzikés. Jess Rucinski do t&€ mbéshtesé punén e gmuar gé
Maestro Ramoén Vargas do té zhvillojé me kéngétarét e rinj,
duke ndaré me ta sekretet e njé karriere ndérkombétare té
lavdishme.

Jess Rucinski is an internationally recognized pianist and
répétiteur who joined the music staff of Theater Bonn in
2025.She brings extensive experience in the world of opera,
having worked as a guest répétiteur at Deutsche Oper
Berlin and Brandenburger Theater. In Berlin, she contributed
to major productions such as Nixon in China and Elektra.

She has also served as a collaborative pianist and music
director at prestigious festivals including the Aspen Music
Festival, Music Academy of the West, and Tanglewood
Music Center, where she performed in the U.S. premiere of
George Benjamin's Written on Skin.



Jess will be part of the Masterclasses taking place from
July 24 to July 29, 2025, where she will share her deep
knowledge and experience with music students and
professionals.

Jess Rucinski will support the invaluable work that Maestro
Ramon Vargas will be doing with young singers, sharing
with them the secrets of a glorious international career.
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ENSEMBLE EVENING

Nikoloz Rachveli . Rame Lahaj
Conductor / Pianist Festival Ensemble

ANITA RACHVELISHVILI
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Open air space of National Library of Kosovo, Prishtina



RAME LAHAJ
INTERNATIONAL
OPERA
FESTIVAL

Mezzosoprano:

ANITA RACHVELISHVILI

Conductor/ Pianist: NIKOLOZ RACHVELI
RAME LAHAJ FESTIVAL ENSEMBLE

30.07.2025] 20:30h
Open air space of National
Library of Kosovo, Prishtina

CROSS OVER THE WORLD

Gantiadi - Lela - Revaz Lagidze
Mon coeur s’ouvre a ta voix - Samson & Dalila - Camille Saint-Saéns
En vain, pour éviter les réponses améres - Carmen - Georges Bizet

Habanera - Carmen - Georges Bizet

Lorsque le temps d‘amour a fui - Don Quichotte - Jules Massenet

I loves you Porgy - Porgy and Bess - George Gershwin

5 Musics from the Motion Picture - Don Quichotte - Giya Kancheli
Don't Call Me - Giya Kancheli

Country of Flowers - Georgian Folk

Summertime - Porgy and Bess - George Gershwin

My Funny Valentine - Richard Rodgers

Rinascero - Astor Piazzolla

Oblivion - Astor Piazzolla

Yo Soy Maria - Maria de Buenos Aires - Astor Piazzolla




Mezzosoprano

Anita Rachvelishvili, mezzosopranoja e njohur gjeorgjiane,
ka magjepsur botén ndérkombétare té€ operés me zérin e
saj té fugishém dhe prezencén mbresélénése né skené. Ajo
filloi trajnimin muzikor si pianiste pérpara se t'i pérkushtohe;j
kéndimit né Konservatorin Vano Sarajishvili, ku talenti
i saj térhoqi shpejt vémendjen, duke fituar njé bursé
presidenciale dhe ¢mimin Paata Burchuladze. Né vitin 2007,
ajo iu bashkua Akademisé né Teatro alla Scala, ku ishte nén
kujdesin e dirigjentit t¢ famshém Maestro Daniel Barenboim.

Karriera e saj mori hov né ményré spektakolare né vitin
20009, kur hapi sezonin e Teatro alla Scala né rolin kryesor
té Carmen, né njé produksion té ri pérkrah Jonas Kaufmann
nén drejtimin e Maestro Barenboim, njé performancé qé
u transmetua né mbaré botén. Ky debutim e coi drejt njé
karriere ndérkombétare gé i dha mundésiné té interpretojé
Carmen né Metropolitan Opera, Bayerische Staatsoper,
Deutsche Oper Berlin dhe Arena di Verona, ndér shumé
teatro té tjeré. Ajo éshté vlerésuar gjithashtu pér rolet si
Amneris né Aida, Dalila né Samson et Dalila, dhe Azucena
né Il trovatore.

Si artiste e Sony Classical, aloumi i saj debutues né vitin
2018 mori shumé lévdata dhe u pérmend nga The New
York Times. Sezonet e fundit kané pérfshiré rikthime té
réndésishme né role té njohura dhe debutime emocionuese
né teatro t€ médha si Teatro di San Carlo, Staatsoper Berlin
dhe Opéra National de Paris. Né vitin 2024, ajo ishte né
gendeér té festimeve kulturore té Gjeorgjisé, duke interpretuar
né koncerte dhe ngjarje kombétare.

Né té ardhmen, sezoni 2025/26 pérfshin rikthimet e saj né
Teatro Real dhe Arena di Verona, duke konfirmuar emrin e
Rachvelishvili-t si njé nga mezzosopranot mé té shquara té
gjeneratés sé saj.



Anita Rachvelishvili,  the  celebrated Georgian
mezzo-soprano, has captivated the international opera
world with her powerful voice and commanding stage
presence. She began her musical training as a pianist before
turning to voice at the Vano-Sarajishvili Conservatory
and her talent quickly garnered attention, earning her a
presidential scholarship and the Paata Burchuladze Prize.In
2007, she joined the Accademia at Teatro alla Scala, where
she was under the mentorship of Maestro Daniel Barenboim.

Her career launched in a spectacular overnight coup de
théatre in 2009 when she opened Teatro alla Scala’s season
as the title role of Carmen, in a new production opposite
Jonas Kaufmann under Maestro Daniel Barenboim which
was televised across the globe.This debut launched an
international career that gave her the opportunity to perform
Carmen at the Metropolitan Opera, Bayerische Staatsoper,
Deutsche Oper Berlin, and Arena di Verona, among many
others. She has also earned acclaim for roles like Amneris in
Aida, Dalila in Samson et Dalila, and Azucena in Il trovatore.

A Sony Classical recording artist, her debut album in
2018 received widespread praise and was spotlighted by
The New York Times. Recent seasons include major role
reprisals and exciting debuts at top houses such as Teatro
di San Carlo, Staatsoper Berlin, and Opéra National de
Paris. In 2024, she was at the forefront of Georgia's cultural
celebrations, performing in national concerts and events.

Looking ahead, the 2025/26 season includes returns to
Teatro Real and Arena di Verona, affirming Rachvelish-
vili's place as one of the leading mezzo-sopranos of her
generation.



Conductor [ Pianist

Nikoloz Rachveli éshté njé kompozitor, dirigjent, orkestrues
dhe pianist i shquar gjeorgjian, i cili aktualisht ushtron
detyrén e Drejtorit Muzikor dhe Dirigjentit Kryesor té
Orkestrés Filarmonike té Gjeorgjis€. Si dirigjenti i paré i
zgjedhur né ményré demokratike né historiné e Gjeorgjisg,
Rachveli ka udhéhequr reforma gé kané rishkruar rolin e
muzikantéve né drejtimin kulturor dhe éshté i njohur pér
kontributin e tij té réndésishém né botén e muzikés.

Rachveli u arsimua né Konservatorin Shtetéror té Thilisit
dhe né Universitetin e Muzikés dhe Arteve Performative
né Vjené, ku studioi me kompozitoré té njohur si Bidzina
muzikor ndérthur traditén me shprehjen moderne, dhe
veprat e tij jané interpretuar nga ansamble prestigjioze
si Berliner Philharmoniker, Orchestre National de France,
Luxembourg Chamber Orchestra, Orkestra Filarmonike e
Gjeorgjisé, Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin dhe shumé
té tjera. Bashképunimi i tij me violinisten Lisa Batiashvili né
albumin City Lights u publikua nga Deutsche Grammophon
né vitin 2020.

Si themelues i Festivalit KONTRAPUNKT, ai ka sjellé
kompozime té shumta gjeorgjiane prané audiencave té reja.
Solidariteti i tij me Ukrainén, pérmes koncerteve bamirése
dhe aktivizmit muzikor, déshmon besimin e tij té& palékundur
né fuginé e muzikés si mjet pér solidaritet dhe page.

| njohur ndérkombétarisht pér kontributin e tij né kulturé,
Rachveli éshté dekoruar me Titullin Shtetéror Shota
Rustaveli dhe éshté Ambasador i UNICEF-it. Me njé karrieré
té dalluar nga pérkushtimi artistik dhe udhéhegja qytetare,
ai vazhdon té formésojé identitetin kulturor té Gjeorgjisé né
skenén globale dhe té frymézojé audienca né mbaré botén.



Nikoloz Rachveli is a distinguished Georgian composer,
conductor, arranger, and pianist, currently serving as the
Music Director and Principal Conductor of the Georgian
Philharmonic Orchestra. As the first democratically elected
music director in Georgia's history, Rachveli has pioneered
reforms that redefined the role of musicians in shaping
cultural leadership and is renowned for his profound
contributions to the world of music.

Rachveliwas educated at the Thilisi State Conservatoire and
the University of Music and Performing Arts in Vienna where
he studied under esteemed composers including Bidzina
Kvernadze, Pierre Boulez, and Luciano Berio. His innovative
musical voice blends tradition with modern expression, and
his works have been performed by prestigious ensembles
such as the Berliner Philharmoniker, Orchestre National
de France, Luxembourg Chamber Orchestra, Georgian
Philharmonic  Orchestra, = Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester
Berlin, and many others. His collaboration with violinist Lisa
Batiashvili on City Lights was released under Deutsche
Grammophon in 2020.

As the founder of the KONTRAPUNKT Festival, he
has brought numerous Georgian compositions to new
audiences. His solidarity with Ukraine, through fundraising
concerts and musical activism, underscores his unwavering
belief in music as a powerful tool for solidarity and peace.

Internationally recognized for his contributions to culture,
Rachveli has received the Shota Rustaveli State Prize and
serves as a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador. With a career
marked by artistic excellence and civic leadership, he
continues to shape Georgia's global cultural identity and
inspire audiences worldwide.
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- ) Tenor

Njé nga tenorét kryesoré té kohés soné dhe ndér mé té
kérkuarit né mbaré botén.1lindur né Mexico City, ai studioi né
Cardenal Miranda Institute té qytetit té tij, me Antonio Lopez
dhe Ricardo Sanchez. Pasi fitoi né konkursin kombétar té
vokalit Carlo Morelli, ai béri debutimin e tij né Lo speziale té
Haydn né Monterrey, Meksiké.

Zbulimi i tij erdhi kur dirigjenti meksikan Eduardo Mata e
mori pér té kénduar Fenton né operén Falstaff t& Verdit
dhe mé voné Don Ottavio né Don Giovanni t& Mozartit.
Pasi fitoi né konkursin Enrico Caruso té Milanos né vitin
1986, ai u shpérngul né Austri, ku pérfundoi studimet e tij
pér vokal né Wiener Staatsoper Opera Studio Program,
nén drejtimin e Leo Muller. Mé pas ai béri debutimin e tij
evropian né Luzerner Theater né 1988 si Edgardo né Lucia
di Lammermoor té Gaetano Donizetti. Né vitin 1990, ai u
takua me Rodolfo Celletti né Milano, i cili u bé mjeshtri i tij
vokal. Debutimi i Ramoén Vargas né Metropolitan Opera né
1992, duke kénduar Edgardo ndérsa zévendésoi Luciano
Pavarottin né Lucia di Lammermoor sé bashku me June
Anderson. Kjo u pasua shpejt me njé debutim né skenén e
La Scala, né vitin 1993, ku ai kéndoi Fenton né produksionin
e ri té Strehler, duke festuar njéqind vjetorin e Falstaff, té
drejtuar nga Riccardo Muti. Ai performon rregullisht duke
korrur suksese t€ médha né té gjitha shtépité si Wiener
Staatsoper, Teatro Colén, Staatsoper Hamburg, Teatro
Bellas Artes, Teatro Real de Madrid dhe shumé té tjera.

Is one of the leading tenors of our time and among the most
sought-after worldwide. Born in Mexico City, he studied
at the Cardenal Miranda Institute of his hometown, with
Antonio Lopez and Ricardo Sanchez. After winning the
Carlo Morelli National Vocal Competition, he made his
debut in Haydn’s Lo speziale in Monterrey, Mexico.



His breakthrough came when the Mexican conductor
Eduardo Mata hired him to sing Fentonin Verdi's Falstaff,and
later Don Ottavio in Mozart's Don Giovanni. After winning
the Enrico Caruso Tenor Competition of Milan in 1986, he
moved to Austria, where he completed his vocal studies
at the Wiener Staatsoper Opera Studio Program, under
the guidance of Leo Muller. Then he made his European
debut in Luzerner Theater in 1988 as Edgardo in Lucia dli
Lammermoor by Gaetano Donizetti. In 1990, he met the
renowned teacher Rodolfo Celletti in Milan, who became
his vocal coach. Ramén Vargas' Metropolitan Opera debut
took place in 1992, singing Edgardo while substituting
Luciano Pavarotti in Lucia di Lammermoor opposite June
Anderson. This was soon followed by a debut on the stage
of La Scala, in 1993, where he sang Fenton in Strehler’s new
production celebrating the centenary of Falstaff,conducted
by Riccardo Muti. He now regularly performs at all the major
opera houses around the world to great acclaim such as
the Wiener Staatsoper, Teatro Coldn, Staatsoper Hamburg,
Teatro Bellas Artes, Teatro Real de Madrid and many others.
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RAME LAHAJ
INTERNATIONAL
OPERA
FESTIVAL

CHILDREN'S CHOIR AND
ORCHESTRA OF PRISHTINA
"AMADEUS"

Dirigjent: VEHBI SHOSHOLLI

27.07.2025|13:30h
Hyperactive, Prishtina Mall

Love Theme - Romeo and Juliet - Nino Rota
Gramophone Waltz - Eugen Doga

March in D Major, K. 215 - W. A. Mozart

And the Waltz Goes On - Anthony Hopkins
Waltz - Jazz Suite No. 2 - Dmitri Shostakovich
Palladio - Karl Jenkins

Pse jemi té ndaré - Selami Kolonja

Malléngjimi - Rashid Krasniqi

Rrjedh né kéngé e ligjérime - Feim lbrahimi

Radetzky March - Johann Strauss |




Kori dhe Orkestra e fémijéve té Prishtinés "Amadeus”
pérfagésojné njé bashkim té mrekullueshém artistik té
talenteve té vegjél dhe té rinj té& Prishtinés, nén drejtimin e
shkollés sé muzikés “Amadeus”, e cila u themelua né vitin
2002.

Orkestra fillimisht nisi aktivitetin e saj né vitin 2015 me njé
numeér té vogél nxénésish instrumentisté, ndérsa né vitin
2022 mori formén e njé formacioni té strukturuar orkestral
me pérkrahje nga Komuna e Prishtinés, Ministria e Kulturés
dhe né bashképunim me nxénés nga shkolla publike e
muzikés “Prenk Jakova" né Prishtiné.

Koriifémijéve "Amadeus” éshté themeluar né vitin 2010 dhe
ka gené pjesé e rendésishme e jetés artistike dhe programit
edukativ té shkollés. Né vitin 2022, kori dhe orkestra
bashkuan forcat, duke krijuar njé trupé té pérbashkét voka-
lo-instrumentale duke i dhéné nxénésve njé pérvojé té ploté
té edukimit muzikor.

Té dy formacionet kané realizuar njé séré koncertesh té
réndésishme dhe shumé té suksesshme né qytete té
ndryshme si: Prishtingé, Shkup, Tirang, Durrés, Prizren,
Mitrovicé dhe Gijilan. Gjithashtu, jané paraqitur né festivale
prestigjioze si Rame Lahaj International Opera Festival,
Re-Musica dhe né festivalin e koreve pér fémijé, Crescendo.
Né korrik 2025, Orkestra e Fémijéve “Amadeus” éshté
pérzgjedhur té jeté pjesémarrése e edicionit té 11-té té
World Orchestra Festival né Vjené, ku garojné orkestra nga
e gjithé bota.

Gjithnjé me ambicien pér tu zhvilluar mé tej, kori dhe orkestra
"Amadeus”, mbeten njé model frymézimi pér edukimin
muzikor té gjeneratave té reja.



The Children's Choir and Orchestra of Prishtina “Amadeus”,
represent a wonderful artistic union of the young talents of
Prishtina, under the direction of “Amadeus” Music School,
which was founded in 2002.

The orchestra began its activities in 2015, with a small
number of instrumental pupils, then in 2022, it evolved into
a structured orchestral ensemble with the support from
the Municipality of Prishtina, the Ministry of Culture, and
in collaboration with pupils from the public music school
“Prenk Jakova" in Prishtina.

The Children’s Choir "Amadeus” was founded in 2010 and
has been an important part of the school’s artistic life and
educational curriculum. In 2022, the choir and orchestra
joined forces to create a combined vocal-instrumental
ensemble, offering students a comprehensive musical
educational experience.

Both ensembles have performed a number of important
and highly successful concerts in various cities including,
Prishtina, Skopje, Tirana, Durrés, Prizren, Mitrovica and
Gijilan. They have also appeared at prestigious festivals such
as Rame Lahaj International Opera Festival, Re-Musica, and
the children’s choir festival, Crescendo. In July 2025, the
Amadeus Children’s Orchestra, was selected to participate
in the 11th edition of the World Orchestra Festival in Vienna,
where orchestras from around the world compete.

With a continuous ambition for growth, Amadeus Choir and
Orchestraremain an inspiration model for musical education
for the younger generations.
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Fondacioni Rame Lahaj u themelua me mision promovimin
e kulturés operistike dhe artit né Kosové, duke shérbyer si
platformé edukativo-kulturore pér zhvillimin e potencialit t&
talentéve té rinj, me fokus né kéndimin operistik.

Mbikété géllim, fondacionivazhdonté sjellé né Kosové artisté
té njohur nga e gjithé bota, té cilét ndajné pérvojén e tyre me
talentét e rinj dhe ata né karrieré, gjaté masterklaseve, né
kuadér té festivalit Rame Lahaj International Opera Festival.

Poashtu, fondacioni ndihmon edhe né mbulimin e
shpenzimeve té shkollimit té talentéve té rinj, té cilét marrin
pjesé né masterklasat e festivalit RLIOF.

Fondacioni Rame Lahaj né bashképunim té€ ngushté me
institucionet e Kosovés dhe partneré nga sektori privat
kontribuojné né zhvillimin dhe edukimin e artistéve, duke
sjellé dirigienté, kéngétaré e instrumentisté té njohur
ndérkombétar, té cilét ndajné skenén dhe pérvojat me
artisté kosovaré por edhe me té tjeré gé vijné nga e gjithé
bota.
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The Rame Lahaj Foundation was founded with the mission
of promoting operatic culture and the arts in Kosovo. It
serves as an educational and cultural platform dedicated to
nurturing young talents, with a particular emphasis on opera
singing.

Through this mission, the Foundation continues to bring
internationally renowned artists to Kosovo, who share their
knowledge and experience with emerging talents during
masterclasses held within the Rame Lahaj International
Opera Festival (RLIOF).

In addition, the Foundation provides financial support to
help cover the educational expenses of selected young
artists participating in these masterclasses.

In close cooperation with Kosovo's institutions and private
sector partners, the Rame Lahaj Foundation plays an active
role in the artistic and professional development of young
performers. By hosting acclaimed conductors, vocalists,
and instrumentalists, the Foundation creates opportunities
for both local and international artists to share the stage,
exchange experiences, and grow together through music.
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