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Té dashur miq,

Ju mirépresim me ngrohtésiné mé té madhe né edicionin e
V-té té "Rame Lahaj International Opera Festival’, si festivali
i vetém @gé i kushtohet artit operistik né Kosoveé. Kété vit,
programi i RLIOF-it shtrihet nga data 23 korrik deri mé 02
gusht, pérmes mbrémjeve muzikore dhe masterklasés né
zemer té kryeqytetit, né sheshet e Prishtinés. Rrugétimi yné
nisi né vitin 2019 dhe falé mbéshtetjes sé institucioneve,
partneréve dhe Fondacioni Rame Lahaj, tanimé ky rrugétim
éshté kthyer né njé platformé pér zhvillimin e artistéve té rinj
ejo vetém.

RLIOF vjen kété vit me temén “Endrra pa kufi, Opera pa
mure!”, sinjéthirrje artistike pérkapércimin e sfidave, thyerjen
e barrierave dhe mbi té gjitha, pér fuginé transformuese té
artit né pérgjithési e atij operistik né vecanti.

Tema e kétij viti éshté frymézuar nga mungesa e njé shtépie
opere, e cila, né vend gé té shihej si pengesé, nga RLIOF
&shté paré si njé mundési pér té ndértuar dicka pértej asajté
prekshmes; pértej té ndjerit, pérmes pasionit, pérkushtimit
dhe mbéshtetjes sé publikut.

“Endrra pa kufi, Opera pa mure!”, sjell artisté nga ¢do cep i
botés, duke déshmuar se muzika éshté gjuhé universale e
si e tillé, ajo thyen tavanet e gelqta, kufijté administrativé e
ataimagjinaré.

Né kéto pesé vite, RLIOF éshté kthyer né njé adresé
prestigjioze pér artisté té njohur ndérkombétaré nga Egjipti,
Afrika e Jugut, SHBA-t€, Turgia, Austria, ltalia, Ukraina,



Spanja e mé gjeré, té cilét kané ndaré skenén me talentét né
rritje t& Kosovés. Ky bashképunim nuk éshté vetém artistik;
éshté njé deklaraté se Kosova éshté gati té jeté pjesé e
hartés globale kulturore.

RLIOF né edicionin e pesté shpalos kété program té veganté:

23-25 korrik: “Nexhmije Pagarusha"

Njé homazh i denjé pér mbretéreshén e muzikés shqiptare,
ku artisté shqiptaré dhe ndérkombétaré risjellin kryeveprat e
saja té pavdekshme.

24-29 korrik: Masterclass

29 korrik: Mbrémja “New Generation”

Nén udhéheqgjen e tenorit dhe mjeshtrit t€ njohur té vokalit,
Ramon Vargas.

Mbrémja “New Generation’, gé finalizon kété masterklasé,
do té shpalosé talentin dhe pérkushtimin e pjesémarrésve
té rinj; njé déshmi e sé ardhmes premtuese té muzikés
operistike né Kosoveé.

27 korrik: "Educating the audience of the future”

Kori dhe orkestra e fémijéve té Prishtinés “Amadeus” do té
bashkébisedojné me fémijét pérmes tingujve té muzikés
klasike.

28 korrik: "Opera Night"

Njé naté e dedikuar kryeveprave té literaturés operistike. Né
kété vit jubilar, kemi kénagésiné té prezantojmé sopranon
kosovare, yllin né ngritje, Marigona Qerkezi.

30 korrik: "Ensemble Evening"

Njé mbrémje gé sjell interpretimet magjistrale té Anita
Rachvelishvili, e konsideruar si mezzosopranoja e kohés
soné, né njé repertor té gérshetuar mes arieve lirike dhe
kéngéve té dashurisé.

2 gusht: Mbrémja Gala "Rame Lahaj & Friends"
Né zemér t€ Prishtinés, né qiell t& hapur, rikthehet mrekullia



e operés me yjet e skenés botérore: sopranoja e skenave
prestigjioze Nino Machaidze, bassi italian Dario Russo, dhe
padyshim, tenori yné Rame Lahaj, me Orkestrén Simfonike
té RTSH, nén udhéhegjen e mjeshtrit t¢ madh Maestro
Roberto Rizzi Brignoli.

Teksa kremtojmé kété pérvjetor té pesté, ne pérsérisim
thirrjen toné me besim: “Kosova ka nevojé pér njé shtépi
té operés”, jo pér luks, por pér edukim. Pér brezat e rinj gé
duan té dégjojné, t& mésojné, té krijojné. Pér njé té ardhme
ku muzika éshté njé shtyllé e identitetit toné kombétar dhe
ndérkombétar.

Derisa kjo éndérr té béhet realitet, ne do té vazhdojmé té
krijojmé pa mure, té éndérrojmé pa kufi, dhe té bashkojmé
njeréz nga té gjitha anét pérmes fuqisé sé operés.

Ju falénderojmé gé jeni pjesé e kétij rrugétimi!

Singerisht,
Ekipi i RLIOF



RAME LAHAJ *
INTERNATIONAL B-I—{@:E
OPERA

FESTIVAL

Dear friends,

We warmly welcome you to the 5th edition of the “Rame
Lahaj International Opera Festival," the only festival in
Kosovo dedicated to the art of opera. This year, the RLIOF
program spans from July 23 to August 2, bringing musical
evenings and a masterclass to the heart of the capital, in the
squares of Prishtina.

Our journey began in 2019 and, thanks to the support of
institutions, partners, and the Rame Lahaj Foundation, it
has now become a platform for the development of young
artists and more.

RLIOF returns this year with the theme “Dreams without
borders, Opera without walls!" as an artistic call to overcome
challenges, break down barriers, and above all, to recognize
the transformative power of art in general, and opera in
particular.

This year's theme is inspired by the absence of an opera
house, which instead of being seen as an obstacle, has been
embraced by RLIOF as an opportunity to build something
beyond the tangible; something deeply felt through passion,
dedication, and the support of the public.

“Dreams without borders, Opera without walls!” brings
together artists from every corner of the world, proving that
music is a universal language that breaks glass ceilings,
administrative boundaries, and imaginary lines.

In these five years, RLIOF has become a prestigious
destination for internationally renowned artists from Egypt,



South Africa, the USA, Turkey, Austria, Italy, Ukraine, Spain,
and beyond, who have shared the stage with Kosovo's
emerging talents. This collaboration is not only artistic; it
is a statement that Kosovo is ready to be part of the global
cultural map.

The fifth edition of RLIOF presents this special program:

July 23-25: “Nexhmije Pagarusha"

A worthy tribute to the Queen of Albanian music, where
Albanian and international artists bring her immortal
masterpieces back to life.

July 24-29: Masterclass

July 29: “"New Generation”

Led by the renowned tenor and vocal master Ramoén
Vargas.

The “New Generation” evening, concluding this
masterclass, will showcase the talent and dedication of the
young participants, a testament to the promising future of
operatic music in Kosovo.

July 27: "Educating the audience of the future”
The Prishtina children’s choir and orchestra "Amadeus” will
engage with children through the sounds of classical music.

July 28: "Opera Night"

A night dedicated to masterpieces of the operatic repertoire.
In this jubilee year, we are pleased to present the rising
Kosovo soprano star, Marigona Qerkezi.

July 30: "Ensemble Evening"

An evening featuring the masterful interpretations of Anita
Rachvelishvili, considered the leading mezzo-soprano of
our time, in a repertoire that blends lyricism with love songs.

August 2: Gala Night "Rame Lahaj & Friends"

In the heart of Prishtina, under the open sky, the magic of
opera returns with stars of the global stage: the acclaimed
soprano Nino Machaidze, Italian bass Dario Russo, and of



course, our tenor Rame Lahaj, with Symphonic Orchestra
of the RTSH under the baton of the great Maestro Roberto
Rizzi Brignoli.

As we celebrate this fifth anniversary, we reaffirm our call
with conviction: “Kosovo needs an opera house,” not for
luxury, but for education. For the new generations who wish
to listen, to learn, to create. For a future where music is a
pillar of our national and international identity.

Until this dream becomes a reality, we will continue to create
without walls, to dream without borders, and to unite people
from all walks of life through the power of opera.

Thank you for being part of this journey.

Sincerely,
The RLIOF Team
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Nexhmije Pagarusha
23.07.2025| 20:30h

Open air space of National Library of Kosovo, Prishtina
24.07.2025| 20:00h
American Retail Park - Interex, Peja

25.07.2025| 20:00h

Main location of Interex, Mitrovica

Masterclass
24-29.07.2025
Faculty of Arts, Prishtina
New Generation
29.07.2024 1 19:30h

Faculty of Arts, Prishtina

Educating the Audience of the Future

27.07.2025|13:30h
Hyperactive, Prishtina Mall

Opera Night
28.07.2025]20:30h

Open air space of National Library
of Kosovo, Prishtina

Ensemble Evening

30.07.2024 | 20:30h
Open air space of National Library of
Kosovo, Prishtina

GALA EL HADIDI
ARBERESHE
EDONA RESHITAJ
ADHURIM GREZDA
GENT RUSHI GROUP

RAMON VARGAS
Vocal Coach

JESS RUCINSKI
Pianist

Children’s Choir and
Orchestra of Prishtina
"AMADEUS"

MARIGONA QERKEZI
Soprano

JESS RUCINSKI
Pianist

ANITA RACHVELISHVILI

Mezzosoprano

NIKOLOZ RACHVELI
Conductor & Pianist

RAME LAHAJ FESTIVAL ENSEMBLE




PRISHTINA

Jemi krenaré qé sivjet, pér té pestin vit me radhé, si
edicion jubilar, Prishtina po hap zemrén e vet pér Festivalin
Ndérkombtar Operistik Rame Lahaj, nén moton “Endrra pa
kufi, Opera pa mure!”.

Kam kénagésiné qgé si Kryetar i Kryeqytetit shoh se si ky
festival po rritet nga viti né vit, duke u shndérruar né njé
platformé té fugishme té kulturés dhe té identitetit toné.
Falé RLIOF-it, kemi mundésiné té shijojmé talentin e figurave
mé markante té botés sé operés né zemér té Prishtinés.
Suksesi i trasuar me shumé mund e angazhim nga veté
Rama, tashmé éshté njé shteg i hapur edhe pér artistét e
rinj t&é Kosovés, drejt depértimit né skenat mé prestigjoze
té botés. Ky sukses éshté krenari pér Prishtinén dhe gjithé
Kosovén.

Edhe sivjet programi artistik sjell pesé net té jashtéza-
konshme muzikore, pérfshiré mbrémjen dedikuar ikonés
soné Nexhmije Pagarusha, ndérsa pérmbyllet me Mbrémjen
Gala “Rame Lahaj & Friends", me yje botérore té muzikés
klasike.

Pértej kufijve, bashké!

Kryetar i Prishtinés
Patron i festivalit RLIOF



PRISHTINA

We are proud that this year, for the fifth consecutive time
and as a jubilee edition, Prishtina is once again opening its
heart to the Rame Lahaj International Opera Festival, under
the motto “Dreams without borders, Opera without walls!”

As the Mayor of Prishting, it is a pleasure to witness how
this festival grows year after year, becoming a powerful
platform for our culture and identity. Thanks to RLIOF, we
have the privilege of enjoying the talent of some of the most
prominent figures in the opera world, right in the heart of
Prishtina. The success, paved with dedication and effort by
Rame himself, has now opened a path for young Kosovar
artists to break into the world’s most prestigious stages. This
success is a source of pride for Prishtina and all of Kosovo.

This year's artistic program once again brings five
extraordinary musical nights, including an evening
dedicated to our icon, Nexhmije Pagarusha, and concludes
with the Gala Night “Rame Lahaj & Friends", featuring
world-renowned classical music stars.

Beyond borders, together!

Prishtina Mayor
Patron of RLIOF Festival
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GALA NIGHT

Rame Lahaj & Friends
Conductor: Roberto Rizzi Brignoli

The Symphonic Orchestra of the Radio
Television of Albania

NINO
MACHAIDZE

02.08.2025|20:30h
"Skénderbeu” Square



RAME LAHAJ

INTERNATIONAL i i
Py Rame Lahaj & Friends
FESTIVAL The Symphonic Orchestra of the

Radio Television of Albania

Conductor: ROBERTO RIZZI BRIGNOLI
Soprano: NINO MACHAIDZE

Tenor: RAME LAHAJ

Bass: DARIO RUSSO

02.08.2025]20:30h
“Skénderbeu” Square

Ouverture - | vespri siciliani - Giuseppe Verdi
Orchestra

O Dieu! Que de bijoux Faust - Charles Gounod
Nino Machaidze

Tutto parea sorridere- Il Corsaro - Giuseppe Verdi
Rame Lahaj

La calunnia & un venticelle ll barbiere di Siviglia -
Gioachino Rossini
Dario Russo

Meésicku na nebi hlubokém - Rusalka - Antonin Dvorak
Nino Machaidze

Pourquoi me réveiller - Werther - Jules Massenet
Rame Lahaj

Di due figli... Abbietta zingara - Il Trovatore - Giuseppe Verdi
Dario Russo

Pleurez! Pleurez mes yeux! - Le Cid - Jules Massenet
Nino Machaidze

La danza - Gioachino Rossini
Rame Lahaj

Verranno a te sull’aure - Lucia di Lammermoor - Gaetano Donizetti
Nino Machaidze & Rame Lahaj

Quanto amore ed io spietata - L'elisir d'amore - Gaetano Donizetti
Nino Machaidze & Dario Russo




